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Many of you will have seen or
heard of the recent Newsnight
programme (pages 5,6,7) which
alleged that ACT, a company
supplying stem cells, was
running a scam.

Like you, we were shocked at
many of the revelations.
However, ACT denies all the
allegations and until they are
proved in a court of law, we do
not know whether or not they
are true. We don’t believe it’s
the role of MSRC or New
Pathways to pre-judge.

However, if these claims of
fraud and deception do turn out
to be true, we will be as enraged
as many of you. 

New Pathways has mentioned
ACT and stem cell treatment
many times. We have always
known this treatment was
experimental and have made
that clear. 

However – to our way of
thinking – readers have every
right to read about it and we
don’t think we should censor
information about unproven
treatments. After all, if we only
wrote about treatments that 
had been scientifically proven
and were copper-bottom safe, 
our pages would be sadly 
rather empty!

We believe in choice;

whatever works for you. So
whether you go for mainstream
drugs, alternative therapies, or
something new and untested, it’s
up to you. Others can be as
sceptical as they like, but while
these range of therapies and
treatments work for some people
with MS, we will continue to
report on them.

As I see it, my responsibility as
New Pathways editor is to give
provide a balanced picture about
any unproven therapy and to
provide as many facts as we can
muster. It is not our
responsibility to withhold
information, or be censorious.
With information, you have
freedom of choice.

With stem cells, we repeatedly
put difficult questions to ACT,
and criticised them when we
thought this necessary. With
cases, we gave examples of
people who had experienced a
good effect and also those who
had no effect at all.

By seeing both sides of the
story, readers could decide for
themselves whether or not to go
ahead with the treatment.  

Perhaps this is a good time to
repeat MSRC’s Mission Statement:

“The Multiple Sclerosis
Resource Centre (MSRC) is a
proactive and innovative

charity, passionately
committed to supporting
anyone affected by Multiple
Sclerosis through access to
unbiased information and
advice. Our approach is to
encourage individuals to
make choices that are
appropriate to their daily
lives, empowering them to
maximise their potential.”

So, we will carry on providing
freedom of choice, even though
this does, of course, carry an
element of risk.

Some of you may not agree
with this. If so, I would be happy
to hear from you and publish
your views.

Best wishes, 
Judy Graham
Editor

Dear New 
Pathways Readers

Judy Graham



Stem Cells News

•Vulnerable and seriously
ill patients were mis-sold
stem cell treatments. 

•These stem cells were
intended for research
purposes only. They were
not for human use and
were potentially harmful. 

•The American lab which
made the stem cells was
shocked they were being
used in humans, saying:
“It is beyond belief that
they would put animal
products into humans.
Has anyone died yet?” 

•Each vial of stem cells
cost $900 (about £500
per patient) yet ACT
charged sick patients up
to £13,000.

•Certificates which
accompanied vials of stem
cells were in some cases
falsified by Laura Brown.

•ACT was run by the same
people who ran Biomark
International, Laura
Brown and Stephen van

Rooyen. They were due
to be extradited from
South Africa to the USA
on several fraud charges
of “selling false and
misleading stem cell
treatment to vulnerable
patients.” The couple 
are contesting the
extradition order.  

•Stephen van Rooyen owns
a fabulously expensive
house overlooking the sea
in Cape Town.

•For ACT purposes, Laura
Brown called herself Sean
Castle and Stephen van
Rooyen took the alias
Sebastian Carlisle. They
told employees to lie
about their real names.

•ACT ran “a scam that
spanned three
continents,” claimed
Newsnight. The stem cells
came from the USA, Laura
Brown was in London, the
centre of operations, their
chaotic call centre was in
Cape Town and Zurich
was just a postal address.

Spilling The Beans
“They Lied Blatantly To Us.” 

These damning allegations came
to light when twin sisters who had
worked at the Cape Town call
centre, Danielle and Nicole Jibrail,
blew the whistle on ACT. 

The twins said that once Laura
Brown and Stephen van Rooyen
got wind of the FBI
investigation, employees were
told to hide documents showing
any connection with Biomark.
“Every time we asked them a
question, they lied. They lied
blatantly to us.”

The two girls also claimed that
Laura Brown made up her own
certificates of analysis to
accompany some vials of stem cells. 

When they realised the extent
of ACT’s deception, the twins
resigned and told their story to
the media.  They were particularly

ACT “Took Patients’
Money, Their Dignity
And Their Health”
ACT “a scam” claims BBC TV’s Newsnight investigation.

A hard-hitting investigative report by Newsnight made these
devastating allegations against ACT (Advanced Cell Therapeutics) 
ACT denies all of them.

Report by Judy Graham, Editor, New Pathways
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horrified at how ACT exploited
sick and vulnerable people: “ACT
took their money, their dignity
and their health and we were
urged to help them do that.”

ACT says that Nicole Jibrail
was only a receptionist. 

“I Want The World 
To Know The Truth
About ACT”

Dr Catherine Orridge, a former
British GP who was ACT’s
Medical Officer, was devastated
when she discovered that the
stem cells were not intended for
human use. Dr Orridge told
Newsnight: “ I want the world to
know the truth about ACT stem
cells. There was no certificate of
analysis  - Laura Brown made up
the certificates of analysis
herself.” 

Dr Orridge is also anxious
about the potential health risks
to patients posed by the cells
because they contain animal
protein. “Patients are not told
this, so are put at risk of an
allergic reaction – including
anaphylactic shock, which can
be fatal.”

Where Did The Stem
Cells Come From?

“Not For Clinical Use In
Humans – Has Anyone Died Yet?”

When challenged by
Newsnight, Stephen van Rooyen
said he could not disclose the
source of the cells as this would
be “commercial suicide.”
However, Newsnight discovered
that the umbilical cord stem
cells came from an American
company in California called
AllCells.

On the AllCells website, it says
that their stem cell products “are
only supposed to be laboratory
tools, and not for clinical use in
humans.” The cells are not
guaranteed to be clear of
bacterial and viral infection. 

When Newsnight told AllCells
that their cells were being used
to treat humans, they asked,
“Has anyone died yet?”

The AllCells vials were sent to
London where they were stored
deep frozen by a company called
CryoStore. London was used as a
staging post, the cells then
being sent off to countries
where administering stem cell
treatment is legal.   

Malcolm Wilkinson, of
CryoStore, told Newsnight he did
not know about the FBI
indictments against Biomark.
CryoStore has now severed all
connection with ACT/Biomark. 

Dr Robert Trossel and
the PMC Clinic in
Rotterdam

ACT used various doctors
around the world as middle men
to administer the stem cells. One
of these was Dr Robert Trossel,
who runs the PMC Clinic in
Rotterdam, Holland.  

On the Newsnight programme,
Dr Robert Trossel showed the TV
crew where the stem cells were
stored, and said, “We are happy
with the quality, purity and
viability of the cells.” He insisted
“We would not be doing
anything with illegitimate cells.”

Newsnight wanted to know
about the claims for ‘miracle cures’
and asked Dr Trossel if any of his
patients had ever walked out of a
wheelchair as a result of stem cell
treatment. He replied “Yes, sure.”

Dr Trossel told Newsnight that
he was “astounded” by their
findings and is suing ACT. “We
are taking legal action against
them and have cancelled all ACT
patients until further notice.” He
is still doing stem cell
treatments but we understand
the stem cells are coming from
the former Soviet Union. 

Sue Mills, MS Case.
The programme featured Sue

Mills, who has MS. She was
hopeful that the treatment would
help her climb the stairs in her
house. Sue’s mother had sold her
life savings of £14,000 to pay for
the stem cell treatment in
Rotterdam. After 3 months, Sue
had no effects from the
treatment and was disappointed. 

She said, “Along the way we
wondered if it was a hoax. You
put your trust in these companies
and just hope they are being
honest. But they weren’t.”

SEE PAGES 16 & 17 FOR STEM
CELLS CASES AND REACTIONS TO
THE NEWSNIGHT PROGRAMME.

“We Completely
Refute The
Allegations.”

Stephen van Rooyen and his
lawyer told Newsnight that they
completely refuted all the
allegations against them and
their side of the story would
come out in court.

He asserted there was “no link
between Biomark and ACT.” He
also said that the stem cells
came from “a credible lab.” 

He insisted that the umbilical
cord stem cells came from
consenting adults, no animals or
animal products were in the

Dr Trossel injecting stem cells
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stem cells, and that there had
been no adverse effects in any
patient over a 4 year period. 

He said, “We are not trying to
defraud sick people – that could
not be further from the truth.”

He claims the charges and
allegations against them have
been started by rival companies
who would gain commercially
from doing this.

What The Medical
Experts Say

“Patients Open To Exploitation
For Profit.”

The Newsnight report, which
said that treatment of patients
with stem cells was ‘decades
away”, also included interviews
with some top medical experts.
(ALSO SEE NEWS PAGES.)

Colin McGuickin, Professor of
Regenerative Medicine at
Newcastle University said: “The
immune system will reject the
stem cells as foreign.
There aren’t enough stem cells
to have an effect.”

Colin Blakemore, Chief
Executive of the Medical
Research Council, said:

“I am shocked. My first
concern is for the patients. They
are desperate for treatment;
they are very vulnerable and
open to exploitation for profit.” 

Dr Stephen Minger, stem 
cells expert at King’s College
London said:

“There is no evidence that
umbilical cord stem cells have
any therapeutic value in MS. The
only therapeutic value would be
for blood diseases; they would
be no help in MS. I would hate
to think that the UK is
laundering stem cells.  I wonder
how they can sleep at night.” 

Source: Newsnight, BBC TV.
29th August & September 4th
2006. “The Sale of False Stem
Cell Treatment.”

On September 5th, ACT sent a
statement to its patients to allay
their concerns and refute the
allegations made in the
Newsnight programme. It is
suing Newsnight and the
independent production
company who made the item,
AllOut Productions. This
company also made the
controversial BBC Radio 4
documentary on ACT.

In this statement,
ACT says: 

“We understand that the
allegations and hype created by
the press is the cause for much
concern by recipients of the
therapy as well as those
intending to have the therapy. 

“We assure you that cells used
by ACT for therapeutic purposes
have been produced and
manufactured in
accordance and in strict
compliance with Good
Laboratory Practice, are
screened for infectious
diseases and are also
subjected to the safety and
efficacy standards
required internationally.

“The company has
recently completed the 2006
ACT Safety & Efficacy Audit,
designed specifically to
investigate and determine the
safety and efficacy of its
treatments. 

“This clearly proves that, of
the 728 subjects treated, an
average of more than 70% of
neurological subjects received
clinical benefit. It also reinforces
the fact that patients treated
experienced no significant side
effects. On the contrary, it
displays the extraordinary
results the majority of patients
treated received.

“Please also note the

European Union introduced a
directive in April 2006 regarding
technical requirements for the
donation, procurement and
testing of human tissues and
cells. In principle, ACT was
already acting in accordance
with this. 

“The EU directive will govern
all future cell lines produced by
ACT at two EU contract
laboratories with official ‘for
human use’ status. Please note
that prior to the EU directive it
was impossible to generate this
status and the ‘for research use’
was the only acceptable status
on which a lab could release
cells. This term does not
stipulate whether that research
is laboratory, animal, or human
and can easily be misconstrued.

The Statement also says: “To
further ensure
levels of
safety, ACT’s
products are
accompanied
by a
Certificate of
Analysis
clarifying

safety relating to
infectious diseases as well as

cell type, purity, cell count and
bacteriological studies. In
addition, the cells have
undergone screening by Dr
Robert Trossel of the PMC Clinic
in Rotterdam to ensure safety
and viability. 

“Furthermore, and in
compliance with the evidence-
based safety guidelines that ACT
has adopted, the cells undergo
third party analysis by an
independent analysis laboratory
which has full Clinical Pathology
Accreditation in the UK. 

“These procedures clearly
show ACT’s commitment to
product safety and efficacy. “

Statement From ACT
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New Pathways, MSRC, 7 Peartree Business Centre, Peartree Road,
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Tel 01206-505444 Fax 01206-505449 e-mail: info@msrc.co.uk

Sativex, the first medicinal product based on
cannabis, has been filed for approval in the UK for
spasticity in MS. If it succeeds, it could be widely
available in 12 – 15 months.   

GW Pharma has also made an application for 
the drug to be available in Spain, Denmark and 
the Netherlands.

The drug, which is sprayed under the tongue, has
already been filed for approval once, but the British
regulators asked for more information. GW Pharma

said they were confident with the new data. 
“We have a sizeable body of positive
clinical data to support the efficacy and
safety of Sativex in MS spascticity.”  

At present, Sativex is imported from
Canada and only used by a few patients
with MS who pay around £4 per day. 

Source: GW Press Release 
Daily Telegraph September 6, 2006.

Sativex Filed For Approval for Spasticity in MS

A mis-diagnosis of MS may have been given to
hundreds of patients who in fact have a blood
clotting disorder known as Hughes Syndrome which
interferes with the oxygen supply to the brain. It is
treatable with the blood-thinning drugs warfarin
and aspirin. 

A campaign to make this more widely known has
been launched by John Simper from Ipswich who
was wrongly diagnosed with MS 26 years ago, but
now has his health back after being successfully
treated for Hughes Syndrome. 

The symptoms of Hughes Syndrome can mimic
MS: weakness and paralysis in the limbs, loss of co-
ordination, mental confusion, short-term memory
loss. Patients can end up in wheelchairs. Around 5%
diagnosed with MS in fact have Hughes Syndrome. 

Mr Simper, 60, went to his GP after reading about
Hughes Syndrome in a magazine. He had some tests
done, which showed he had Hughes. With
treatment, all his ‘MS’ symptoms have disappeared.
He was so delighted, he decided to run an
awareness campaign. 

“People are needlessly suffering because they

don’t know the truth about their illnesses, and the
Government has to take notice of that”, says 
Mr Simper. 

Around 150,000 people in the UK are thought to
have Hughes Syndrome. It is named after Professor
Graham Hughes from St Thomas’s Hospital,
London, who first wrote about it in the British
Medical Journal in 1983. Dr Hughes says that few
GPs are aware of the condition and lives are still
being ruined because simple tests are not being
offered as routine. 

“It is still totally under-recognised”, says Professor
Hughes. “People have been told they have MS and
treated as such yet received no benefit, and the true
cause has been under our nose the whole time.”  

Professor Hughes recommends that two blood
tests are offered routinely to any patient diagnosed
with MS who complains of recurrent headaches,
problems with clots, a family history of autoimmune
diseases, or who has had recurrent miscarriages.

Source: The Times, August 22, 2006.
www.hughes-syndrome.org

Hundreds Wrongly Diagnosed With MS 
Have Hughes Syndrome

Both viral and bacterial infections can raise the risk of an MS relapse,
according to a new study. In the epidemiology of MS, infection appears
to be a trigger for the disease.

Ref: Neurology, August 22, 2006.

Infection May Raise Risk 
of MS Relapse
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Pesticides can cause brain damage and trigger
conditions such as MS, Parkinson’s Disease and
epilepsy, according to scientists. 

A landmark study claims that chemicals routinely
used by farmers in the UK and around the world can
result in neurological diseases.

The research was carried out by the Environmental

Research Centre at the University of North Dakota,
USA and funded by the US Department of Health.

Laboratory tests on rats revealed damage to the
brain and to the gastro-intestinal system.  

The agro-chemical industry refutes this, saying
exposure levels for humans are well within safety limits. 

Source: Daily Mail, August 9, 2006.

Breathing Pesticides “Can Trigger MS”

The National Hospital in London is hosting the
world’s first controlled trial of neuro-protection in
MS. Dr Raj Kapoor and his colleagues are testing the
drug Lamotrigine to see whether it can prevent the
nerve fibre damage which causes most of the
permanent disability in people with MS.
“We now know that MS causes nerve fibres called
axons to degenerate”, says Dr Kapoor. “Work by our
group and others around the world suggests that
this is because when the central nervous system
becomes inflamed – which is what happens in MS –
the tissues surrounding the axons flood them with
toxic levels of sodium.

“We’re trying to find out whether drugs which
reduce the tissues’ ability to absorb sodium will

prevent the axons degenerating.”
Lamotrigine is already used to treat some MS
symptoms as well as other conditions like epilepsy. 
It is known to reduce axon degeneration in inflamed
areas of the central nervous system. 

Source:  The National – newsletter of the National
Hospital. Summer 2006.

Lamotrigine Trial At National Hospital

BioMS Medical Corp, a leading developer in the
treatment of MS, is recruiting patients for its Pivotal
Phase 11/111 Multiple Sclerosis Trial to evaluate the
drug MBP8298 for the treatment of secondary
progressive MS. The company is currently enrolling
patients across the UK, Sweden, Denmark, the
Netherlands and Canada. 

The trial, involving 553 patients, will be
randomised, and double-blind. The active drug or a
placebo will be administered intravenously every six
months for a period of two years.

The treatment centres in
the UK are the neurology
departments of The
Walton Centre, Liverpool,
Royal Hallamshire Hospital,
Sheffield, Charing Cross
Hospital, London, Southern General Hospital,
Glasgow, and the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford.
Referral  must come from your neurologist. 

Source: BioMS Medical Corp. 
www.biomsmedical.com

Trial for Secondary Progressive MS

Multiple sclerosis patients have changes
in their brains that until now have

been invisible and these cause
clinical symptoms.

Using a magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) imaging

technology called T1 mapping, researchers at the VU
University Medical Centre, Amsterdam, found
hitherto undetected subtle damage in the brains of
up to 30% of MS patients. 

Ref: Radiology, September 2006.
Times, September 5th, 2006.

MS Damage Found in ‘Normal’ Brain Tissue


